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important distinction from goat hair is the presence of transverse air
spaces, which with the growth of the hair increase in size, causing a shrink-
ing or absorption of the medullary tissue. Naturally these air spaces
may also be formed by the outer tissues increasing in length faster than
. the medullary cells. Fig. 104, C, shows two pieces of hairs after treat-
ment with potash. Above we see a piece with thin-walled transversely
elongated medullary cells united into small interrupted groups; in swollen
hairs the air spaces are considerably enlarged. Below is shown the

FIG. 104.   Hairs of Leicester Sheep's Wool and Cow Hairs.    (T. F. HANATJSEK.)
A part of hair of Leicester wool in water; B same after wanning in potash; C pieces-
of cow hair after warming in potash.
characteristic deportment often noticeable in thick, light-colored hairs;,
a continuous air space penetrates the medullary cylinder, while the medul-
lary cells are attached by their broad bases to the inner side of the fiber
cylinder, with their points directed inward, forming in parts small
pyramids.
In my opinion a much more accurate knowledge of the structure of
many hairs, particularly those of a complicated nature, may be obtained
by the aid of potash. This reagent serves merely to render the histo-
logical elements more distinct until finally the hair itself goes into solution,
A study of cross-sections is also recommended.
CAMEL'S HAIR.
The hair of the camel consists of narrow wool hairs without medulla
and very broad beard hairs. The latter (Fig. 105, G; Fig. 106, g and g')
are dark brown to black except at the apex, where they are lighter, 6-9.
cm. or more long, 40-110^ broad, with a broad, or less often narrow,